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The Friendship between Leonard Burch and Ben Mighthorse Campbell

Amarican community of lgnacio an the Southem Ute Reservation. Linda bagan o ieach math at the

high school and Ben continued his success as a jeweler. A ded|cated horseman and a former mem-
ber of the mounted sheriffs patrol in Sacramento County, California, Ben applied for the position of manager af
the Southarn e guarter horse training facility. Leanard Burch had sean Ban around town and ha knaw of the
Mighthorse Ranch on a bench of |land just above tha Los Finos River, When Ben came bafore the Tribal Council
seeking the manager's job, Lecnard thoroughly appraised him for the first tme. He liked what he saw and so
did the other members of the Southem Ue Tnbal Council,

Here was a Northern Chayanne, a valeran, an Olympic judo finalist, a family man with two children, and an
expearienced horseman, Ben Campbell got the job. Later he would run in state and pathanal elections and have
the palibical success of his good friend Tribal Chawman Leonard Burch who served as Tribal Chair for three
decades. Like Leonard, Ben Nighthorse Campbell never lost an efection.

In the halls of Cangress and the Senate they would meet each other and shake hands warmly. Leonard Burch
liked fo say, "Sea thal man? See Ben Campbell? | hirad him once. He used to work for me." Ben Campbell
would reply, "You're from southem Colorado and you vote, | still wark for you,”

w hen Ban Campbell left California for Colorado, the home stata of his wife, they ralocated to the Native



Leonard Burch

"Tha Jewalry of Ban Mighthorse” has been sponsored by the
Southern Ute Indian Triba in honor of Chairman Leonard ©. Burch
(1033-2003) who helped the Southern Ute Trbe rise ffom finan-
cial gbscurity to financial success in his three decades as tribal
chairman. Becausa of his visicn, his akility to comgromise, his
negofiating skills, and hes forevard thinking, the Southern Lita Tribe
from Ignacio, Colorado is now economically and financially
sacure and looking foreard to a dynamic role in the 21:f cenfury
Each Decamber 10, the Southerm Ute community observes
Leonard C. Burch Day, a recognized holiday, and the new 45,000
squara foot Tribal Administration Buikding was cfficially dedicated
and named for him.

Leanard C. Burch 'was Bom in 1933 and grew up on the
Southern e Indian Reservabon, Afer graduating in 1954 from
the Ute Vocational Schaol on the reservation. he enlisted in the
United States Aif Forca, His militany service took him all over the
world. Lesnard Burch returned hame, marred rena in 1959, start-
ad a family and emiered into a lifelong carear in political lsadar-
ship. In 1836, al the age of 32, he began sarving his first term as
frical chairman, the youngest Southern Ute ever elected to the
position.  Oher the years, he developed a nalional presence,
warking closely with local and naticnal governments, business
lzaders and native crganizations. In a memarial entered into the
Congrassional Record, U5, Senalor Ben Mighthorse Campi-ell
wiole

Laonard Burch was a quiel man of anommows wsion who led the
Southem Lte indan peopls for mesny thee decades, from a lithe
ko, masily poor fibs fo the preeminent enangy producing fndian
inbe in the waovld, the leader amang tnbes, jusf a2 Leonand was &
legdar among men. Leonsrd's dream for the tnbe was audaciows, bud
he persisled where ofhevs might have feftered, and he baiiewed in his
watan, but more impotantly he balleved in his psopls. Hiz faih in the
imharent sfremgih of the Sowthem ez was unshakshle I speaks
swell of the Sowthem e Thbe, thal they were perceplive sncugh lo
know & greal leeder when they saw one and conmbinued folowing hs
lead evan when the way was dificetl. Leanard and the tihe desans
agch ather smd 8 mufus! comemimen was rewsnded i he commun-
iy transformed.  Leonard Burch wil! be misssd by the Sowhem Ue
Indians, by me st by all who call Southwest Colorado home. He
fEmaing in our hearfs snd with the dedication of the Southerm Lite
Indian Thbal Oifice Buiding, his memony will be forsver hononsd by
the fibe he loved,







Parallel Lives: Ben Nighthorse Campbell and Leonard Burch

1. Asyoung boys, both Ben and Leonard were nol raied solely by heir parenis. Ben spen] ime in an orphanage and Laonsd was
rasad by his alnt, Mooy Claud Williams and his uncle B8 Williams,

& Both men entered military senvica in the 1850 Ben Campbell went to Korea, and Leanard Burch went ta Turkey, Europe, North
Alvica and the Middle East

3. Ban znd Leanard both retained their traditionsl ties to native ways, Mr Burch wee sun gance chisf for the Sauthern Utsa, and Ben
Nightharse Campbell, 8 Northen Cheyenne, vwas elected o the Morthem Chayenne Councd of 44 Chisfs.

4, A% polibcians, both men teved Ben Mighthorse Campiell rose from the Colorado Stale Lagisialure hiough Congress o the LS
Benale and Leonsd Burch served as ibal chairman af e Sauthern L= Thbe lor fhvee decades. M=ither svar log] an slsction

8. Both men have successhully represanted Netive &menicans on the natonal level and have spent yesrs on important ssues like b
= scyaraignty and trbal sconomic independance

B Both men have dedcated e ves to thelr canstitusnts in southwest Calorade, have sneyved lving near |gnacio, Colorado,
shared & leve for horses and the lsndscans, and mamismn strong family ties


















Ben MNighthorse Campbell Select
lewelry Awards

1986 M.L Woodard Memonsal Award: InterTribal

“Indian Ceremonial Gallup, Mew Mexico - Balg
and Buckle Set

Second Place: O'odham Taesh Casa Grands:
Are and Crafts

Handy & Harman Metalsmithing - Special
Technigue Best In Cless IntarTrbal Indian
Ceramanial, Gallup, Maw Meaxico Second
Award and Arfists Duplicate: 5VWAIA G2nd
Annual Indian Market

First and Second Flace: O'odham Tesh Casa
Granda: Arts and Crafts

Besi Craftsman. Alcia & Don Bullock's Santa
Monica Indan Ceremanial

First Pnze:InterTribal Indian Ceremonial Galug,
Mew Mexico

Fiarst Prze: Aladdin Indian &rs & Crafie Show
Las Vegas, Mevada

st Awward, Artist's Duplicats, 2nd Award, Third
Award: SWALA 60th Annual Indian Market
Santa Fe, Mew Mexico

2nd prize Man's Ring Inksy, 2nd prize Bracedet
Gold Channel;, Znd prize Ladies Ring:
InterTrinal indian Cerermenial Sallup, New
Mexico

First Awrard Shiedd Shaped Ring; Best
Crafeman: Necklace and Bracelet Alicia and
Don Bullpck's Santa Monica Indian Ceremonial
Santa Monica, California

First Award and Artst's Duplicata: SWALA
Anmual Indian Market, Santa Fa First Place
Gold Earrings, Second Place Gald Mecklace:
D'adharm Tash Casa Grands Arts and Crafls
Honorable Menton: Indian Ars and Crafis
Aszsociation 1ACA Competition

Farst Awrard: SVAIL Annual Indian Market,
Santa Fe

1Brr

187H

1875

1874

Firsl Sward Wannar InteeTonbal Indian
Carsmonial Gallup, New Maco

Special Award, Best Craffaman Alicie and Don
Bullock's Ganta Monica InEan Ceremanial
Santa Monica, Calilomig

Spesial Award) Dedg Allard Presenta ©ih
Aanncs Scaltadals |ndan A and Crafs show
and zsig

Special fward Doug Allard Presents Sih Amnusl
Dakasd Amarcan India Arts & Crafls Show
Soecial Award Tri-West Indan Afs & Cralts
Show -« Fvarmgs C§

Second Prize: InterTnbal Indian Cerernanial
I:1a||u|:| Mew Maxico

1%t Place: The Ongral Americen indian &
Feths Shioy, Lo Anpsley

Special Award: Doug Allard Presents: Bih
Enmisl Scottedale Indian Arts and Crafts show
1=t Place' Phoents Indan Arts & Crafts Sho
1%t Ploce & Special Award | Sall Lake Cily
Audthenbc indian Ars and Crsfls Sheow

Medal Califormia Stete Expostion and Fair
Awvarded to Ban Mighthorse In Appreciation for
At in Bction Calitorma Statle Fair

Spedial Awnrd, st Place: The Ongnal
Amearican Indian & WNesterm Hallc Shaw

Los -".'.gl'.-:E‘i

Special Award; Doupg Allard Presents: Bth
Anmial Oakland Amencan lndian Afs & Cralls
Show

Soecial Award, Micia and Don Bulleck's Santn
Monica Indian Ceremonial Sants Monica, CA

Fomgrabia Menbon A Show: Caldformm S2ate Fair
Judges Award: T Grand Mational Indian Collectors
Wissltem Ralic Show San Jogs Caldarnia
Honorable Mention Arl Show. Califomia State Fair
Judpges Award, Gpecial Awsnd, 1sf Plaoe, 2nd Place,
Pramuum Sward: Heno indian & Early West Show
Grand Prize Besl of Show Sacramanto Indian and
Early \West St

Special Award: Alicia and Dan Bullock’s Banta
Moniga Indian Caremaonial

Special Award: Dolg Allsrd Presents Tth Anmisl
Cralkdand Amearican Indian Arts & Crafls Show

First Award &t Shivw, Califamia Siatz Fair

1st Place: Tth Grand Nabional Indian Collectors
Westerm Helic Show San Jose, Calfornia
Christmas Show Specral &évard Doug Allard
Frassnts 3rd Annust 380 Franci=co Indian auns
and Crafts Fai



1822 Born i Autwrn, Callloene

1045 ‘Workes o @ pear fanm ronh of Sacramento and beinended by Japanese boys
wha iniroduced him o judo

18481850 Fizroh work, Ausum, Calfome Quis high school ab age 17, trevols
SVDLgnoUl Amennan West

18511853 Joireiad U S A Foroe and sationed in Horea

18531857 Long ine sruck diver while aSercing San dose Sate Univensoy

1658 Swarded Baonelar of A degres in Tre 2rm and physos edunstion from
Ean Jose State Lniversity

1H5E-1880 AT machar, Camphed Sanood Dietr, Campbel | Calforma

1860 Ratsarch siioent ai Maji Unaveesy i Tolyn Trasned in jaon 1or preparanon
ol 1084 Chompice. Englan Machas in Japanss anguags schan! ciemot Tokya
10601354

1881 UE i Chamboon, Pac Arsocs (lames, Gold Maasse!

1883 U S Ciymp Taarn, Capmn of Juda wam

1BEE-T0EE Hargapped prysca aoumaion specais, San kan School Do, Canmenasl
Catamia Frescents Council on Firgsical Firess, Washingten, 0O

1068 Mamaes Linda Pros

19711878 Tesaanar of Meness & moumed parcd officar, Excramamn Coundy Sneeifs
Dagarymedt, Sagramenty, Calloms

197 An and Pl Blucaton Teanar Coonacks Wedlinm Collos Monnes

1972 Tearrss 0T Whop, AMs and orafls © inckan Frogram o Bl Gnose Schoal Dsanct

BN O, Callamis

1073 Ervired 78] jewsl AT COmparnon @in & neckianes e mame, Cailomia SwEte An
Bircev ot o Calfomia Expostion Toak first place in a Nald of 3 600 anines

1475 Raterver award in iha Fapanmenial Metal Drteean a1 e Heand Wusaim n
Prceris  Staftad &n dan gaelny ahodl in Sacrama s, expanded inln he publio
shoods, TEning owar 100 sudents

1078 Acsepiad B & member of Banhen Chapenna ks, Racanas e rama Mgnanorsa i memony of his
grea-grandaten, Black Home, wh fought Custsr i the Base of the Lits Bghom Prassis he
a0 N with & DuTakd skl inlaid wilh consd, |6 Bnd Tunuci s

1977 Wirvad [0 Ignas, Coora
1478 Srirnna Highaays arne deriified nim e ona of 30 Halve Amangans
Lirechar faii i meeew S o jansainy making
1880-1881 B Commgesl | Beap s 1o Neaih j@suiny making for sne A0 Depanman & Fon Loss
Caikega i Durargs
1082 Campel] & Deemooml, irs 107 8 seal i e Cokoredo hoiss and wig Becnning a
Z2-pear cargar i publc sarvice Exhiis his jowaky at e "Hight of the Amarican indiar ai the Kerrady Cemar
i Mslshirgion, Do
1883 Clec ki I Cancamyate on 8 Kl nive sk of fEweiy Bikd “Paried Mesa = Erfered @ concha oal in the 1853

Cha L | b bl Canamoria! and win Firsl Pass, Basl of Divieon, and 1he dowseted Harck and Hamon
"Mne Craatvg Mahalamien” psang

1885 A7 Suncance Canuncs in Bimsy, Monand Me was incused e ine Council 248 Crisfs on Auss) 7

1988 Elecked 10 U S Holss Of Reprmeental s [o regrisanl Cokreda's vasl 2nd Congressanal derel; makciad 10 T
Howtsa 0 1988 and agan in 1880 Houes spone Tor craaling e Makional Mussum ol (he Aransan indian

102 Parsaogd Congrass I mnama 1ne Custar Samediald ma Live Bogrem Bankhiaid ana o

Akl @ MM 50 T 588 in hano? of tha Indans wha died thare  Cemnd Marshall of the Foss Bow Parats
Elpctad tn tha U 8 Sendts as a Demoorat bl swiiohes 10 1he Rapubican Pary in 1005

1088 Rl Eoted 10 e L 5. Sanate Baooives Tes gl Male amrancan o char e rcian
Afacrs Commitas Algs chrs ha Benahe Sub-Commites nn Appropnaiions and 1he Hasr Comimssan

2004 T e walh hiis TAmiy @ne bo renesy Mk @, Oecides 10 adine Trom ranoral paklics & 71
Helpe 1o oped tha Mational Misaimal tha Amancan Indian of tha Smidhsanian IR wnan ne nas
e & foamaeng 5 Eparts?
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Mary Lyn Ballantine
Campbeil Family
William Bell

Cean and Sandy Brown
Terry & Rita Gorsuch Family
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Terese (Terry) Harshey
Leon Hodges

Dr. Conrad Jensan
Kathy L'Amour

Sam Maynes

Pat and Joe Maollo
Herb and Peggy Fuffer
Sheila Swift

Marjore Lord

Healy Family

Estate of Sam Maynes
Anna Kato

=hanan Campball
sormel Sky Gallery
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Nalive American

sculpdure located
by Reed Library

"Qur Sacred Trust" at Fort Lewis College

Located in Durango, Colorado in the Four Comars region of the Southwest, Fort Lewis College is a four-yeaar,
public libaral ars college that offers free tuition for federally recognized Native American students as well as
Mative Alaskans. Begun as a military post in 1880, For Lewis evolved into an Indian boarding school, than a
public high schoaol, a two-year college, and finally a four-year college. In 1810 U.S. Senator Henry M. Teller
sponsored a Congressional bill to tum the federal land and buildings of Fort Lewis over to the state of Colorado
with the pravigo that "Indian pupils shall at all times be admitted to such schoaol, free of eharge for fuition, and
on tarms of equality with whita pupils.” This is our sacred trust, and that tradition continues today, Students
come to us from over fifty different Indian nations and numerous Alaskan wvillages.
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